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ANCHORAGE, AK

ON THE SHAPE
OF AMERICAN
CITIES, |

BY ANDREW MCNUT T

LOS ANGELES, CA
468.7 SQ Ml
1,100 FT MAX

NEW YORK CITY, NY
302.6 SQ Ml
1,800 FT MAX

CHICAGO, IL
227.6 SQ Mi
1,500 FT MAX

PHILADELPHIA, PA

THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE OF AMERICAN CITIES IS ONE
OF STREETS, VEHICLES OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND SIZES,
PROPORTIONS.

THEIR SHAPE, IN THIS CONTEXT, IS ONE RICH WITH
CONNOTATIONS AND PERSONAL SUBJECTIVITY, HERE WE
EXPLORE THE OPPOSITE: WE DISPLAY OBJECTIVE
MEASUREMENTS REGARDING THE SCALE OF AMERICA'S 100
MOST POPULOUS CITIES.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA
46.9 SQ MI
1,100 FT MAX

MEASURE POINT MAX BUILDING HEIGHT
< 198ft
CITY AND STATE NAME BB 71958ft- 323ft
SZH;C: g O'I\II:; CENSUS DESIGNATED CITY SIZE 323ft- 411t
650 IN SQUARE MILES 411ft - 555ft
1.5k FT MAX HEIGHT OF TALLEST BUILDING B 555ft-791ft
IN FEET > 7911t

CITIES ARE PLACED VERTICALLY BY THEIR AREA AND
HORIZONTALLY ACCORDING TO THE HEIGHT OF THEIR
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g JACKSONVILLE, FL
< {747 sQ Ml
' i 620 FT MAX
PHOENIX, AZ OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
516.7.5Q Mi 606.4 SQ MI
480 FT MAX 850 FT MAX HOUSTON, TX
SAN.ANTONIO, 1‘9(—. 599.6 SQ M
460.9 SQ M NASHVILLE, TN 1,000 FT MAX
550 FT MAX 4151 sQ M
: 620 FT MAX
KANSAS CITY, MO MEMPHIS TN o
315 SQ Mi S s' M SAN DIEGO, C INDIANAPOLIS, IN
CHESAPEAKE, VA 180 ET MAX 130 - © FORT WORTH, TX
430 FT MAX 325.2 SQ M : 361.4 SQ M
340.8 SQ MI EL PASO, TX . TUCSON, AZ 500 FT MAX §339.8saMi 810 FT MAX DALLAS, TX
85 FT MAX 255.2 SQ M| %26.750 " ' § STOFTMAX | UISVILLE, KY _AUSTIN, TX 340.5 SQ M|
300 FT MAX § XINGTON, KY , ¢ 325.2SQ ML ~" 322.48 SQ M 920 FT MAX
COLUMBUS, OH 33QFTMAX 02 6 sa M : :
. 65Q : 5 550 FT MAX 680 FT MAX
217.25QMI 410 FT MAX .
250 FT MAX 09%“ “““ E VIRGINIA BEACH, VA CHARLOTTE, NC
i 249 SQ M _TULSA, OK 297.7 SQ M|
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO,, : 510 FT MAX ~106.83Q M 870 T MAX
19458QMI “., Ve 670 FT MAX
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 250 FT MAX 3AN JOSE, [y 187.7 SQ MI :
183.9 SQ M 176.6,SQ MA _NEW ORLEANS, LA
180 FT MAX 290 FTMAX . WICHITA, KS CORPUS CHRISTI, TX “’..‘ “““““ 169.4 SQ M|
BAKERSFIELD, CA MESA AZ . 159 3 SQ MI - 160.6 SQMFRALEIGH, NG = 700 ET I\gé)r\gVER .
11 :i.lzz Tslc\zlI 2& 136.5 SQ M| A;JRORA co”, . “390-FT-MAX 41 o FT MAX 142.9 SQ V| — ANDIOR e v |\'/|| R
220 FT MAX 5.4 1SQ MI ", GREENSBORO, | N SA0FTMAX 133.4 §Q ML e ’
240 FTMAX e 710 FT MAX 133.2 SQ MI
NORTH LAS VEGAS, NV ‘—"25'5'93'"“——559';"”*,
101.3 SQ M LUBBOCK,; " O 370 FT MAX... 1,000 FT MAX
. 'n,. Youe DMLIRHAN N R ——) &
122.4SQMI : - e QMAHANE DETROIT, M|
180 FTMAX ™o, T ey 197.4 SQ MI et 127.1 SQ M "
270 FT MAX ﬁ-o-rsu-lvn—' ......... 138.8 SQ MI
HENDERSON, NV ' FRESNO, CA 360 WX it | O SAMIEEE e, 630 FT MAX -
440 FTMAX Ty, 730 FT MAX 134.1 SQ Ml
107.7 SQ ML T713.2 SO MU trnnmeuunneemmmnnmmmmessmmms e @ et Tty epeepee e 9 Ty,
180 FT MAX 230 FT MAX ------ WANDQJ FL ........ 970 FT MAX
ARLINGTON, TX 97.9 SQ Ml — 102.4 SQ MI “**+-.... TAMPA, FL -LAS VEGAS, NV
95.9 SQ MI LINCOLN, NE 420 FT MAX @ NAX 113.4 SQ MI 135.8 SQ Mi
LAREDO, TX 39.1 5Q M| I—MD-ET.M ........... £80 ET MAX 640 FT MAX
FREMONT, CA ggosqm  2O0FTMAX RENO,NV D SEATTLE, WA
: 400 FT MAX 103 SOt 83.9 SQ Ml
77.5SQ Ml 180 FT MAX BOISE. 1D - g SU Ml ., MILWAUKEE, WI .
110 FT MAX PLANO, TX 79 4 SQ_MP—'_O—%MH—‘ .......... 96.1 SQ Ml 940 FT MAX
71.6SQ M MADISON, WI..-++~350 FT MAX " OO X CINCINNATI. OH
180 FT MAX 76.8 SQ Ml u’*ATOLEDO, OH .'77 9 SQ M CLEVELAND, OH
GILBERT, AZ RIVERSIDE, CA ' BATQN ROUGE, LA 950 77.7 SQ M
280 FT MAX .7SQ
68 SQ Ml 81.1 SQ MI '—;_-A—4_—__ 76.9 SQ MI 670 FT MAX
: WASH|N'GTON DG+ 410.FT MAX BALTIMORE, MD 950 FT MAX
73 FT MAX 170 FT MAX IR IRVING, TX R 460 FT MAX 80.9'SQ M
CHANDLER, AZ ~ 61SQMI S ;
2 . PITTSBURGH, PA
64.4 SQ MI o o 3204:|'.Mﬁ,)(47§9.M.|__ — GLENDALE, A %, 530 FT MAX
2607 T MAX 60SQMl ——————— MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55.4 SQ MI
120 FT MAX o ... HONOLULU, HI ; 54 SQ Mi 840 FT MAX
GARLAND. TX SAN BERNARDINO, CASTQCKTON CA ~ ; IRVINE, CA 330 FT MAX ",
57150 MI 59.2sqml©1-7saMi { 66.1sQMI _ 60.5SQ M “..ST. LOUIS, MO 790 FT MAX
23 ET MAX 200 FT MAX 240 FT MAX {320 FT MAX ST. PETERSBURG» FL 450 FT MAX 61.9 SQ MI SAINT PAUL, MN
61.7 SQ M y 590 FT MAX 52 SQ MI
RICHMOND, VA 300:ET MAX .
59.8 SQ M OAKLAND,CA 790 FT MAX
91 FT MAX 5.9 SQ M ;
:ll 49.8 SQ Mi NORFOLK, VA-—-LO-N-G-B-EAG-H CA 48.3 SQ MI
< CHULA VISTA, CA 240 FT MAX 54.1 SQ |\.‘| 50.3 SQ MI ' 790 ET MAX
O 49.6 SQ MI 340 FT MAX 400 FTMAXI BUFFALO, NY MIAMI, FL
2 200 FT MAX : ' 40.4 SQ M 35.9 SQ Ml
I 530 FT MAX 870 FT MAX
I~
—
QC :
?:') SANTA ANA, CA |
o 27.3 SQ MI 5
~ 310 FT MAX B
Q HIALEAH, FL 24.2 SQ M :
L 21.5 SQ Mi 470 FT MAX
;:' 160 FT MAX
S “~JERSEY CITY, NJ
N 14.8 SQ M
DIFFERENCE FROM AVERAGE 780 FT MAX

. MAX BUILDING HEIGHT

TALLEST BUILDING, RELATIVE TO THE CENTRAL AXIS WHICH
REPRESENTS AVERAGE OF THE HEIGHT OF THE TALLEST
BUILDING (WHICH IS ~491 FT).



