" SIZE IN SQ MI

SCALED LOGARITHMICALLY

‘—
*ANCHORAGE, AK

1704.7 SQ M| _ i
28 M ELEV S:
=
>
JACKSONVILLE, FL nf
747 SQ M S !
4.9 M ELEV 3
HOUSTON, TX _ =
599.6.5Q ME: . SANANTONIO. TX  .OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
16 M ELEV : - ' ~"606.4 SQ Ml
: NASHVILLE, TN | :460.9SQMI i
= 4751SQMI— ¢ 230MELEV . 3TOMELEV
LOS ANGELES, CA . ¢ 130 M ELEV 5
468.7SQMI ", i PHOENIX, AZ
R S e 516.7 SQ MI
‘zD ALLAS. TX _INDIANAPOLIS, IN 380 MELEV
SAN DIEGO, CA . ! s ! “,i 361.4 SQ MI
325.2 SQ Ml 340.5 SQ M {___CHARLOTTENC 550 M ELEV
13@MELEV &
NEW YORK CITY, NY 98 M ELEV 297.7 smw
CHESAPEAKE, VA . 302.6 SQ Mi 21 QM ELEV
340.8sQMlI  12MELEV LOUISVILLE, KY KANSAS CITY, MO
9.1 M ELEV MEMPHIS, TN FORT wbRTH ™ e
| 315.1'SQ'Mi 2.2 54 339'§'STTM| """" S15saM
15. 1 SO 150 MELEV. .4 e LAUSTIN, TX 270 M ELEV
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA CES e 322488QMI e LEXINGTON, KY TUCSON, AZ
249 SQ MI - 190 M ELEV-=-" 283.6 SQ M 226.7 SQ M|
4.3 M ELEV COLUMBUS, OH 22"'7'0:;58 I\:-_‘I ‘ 310 M ELEV 820 M ELEV
217.2 SQ MI
10 M ELEV 180 M ELEV TULSA, OK SCOTTSDALE, AZ
NEW ORLEANS, LA : 195.8 54 M 183.9 SQ M
’ @ I
SAN JOSE, CA ., ; 220 M ELEV WICHITA, KS 730 M ELEV
169.4 SQ MI 176.6 SQMI - AURORA, CO
6SQMI ", BAKERSFIELD, CA - 159.3 SQ MI
-0.61 MELEV 48 MELEV ., 142.2 SQ Mi ¢ 194.15QM + OMAHA, NE
RALEIGH, NC™**-..,.. 920 M ELEV “ 127.1 sqQ M 400 M ELEV
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX PORTLAND, OR -, 142.9'SQ MI *1MBEHQ+M| < 350 MELEV
160.6 SQ Mi 133:4'SQ-MI "'77 MELEV 138.8'SQ M
-3.3 MELEV 15 M ELEV 180M-ELEV : MESA, AZ LAS VEGAS, NV
" A ATEANTA, GR 136.5 SQ MI 135.8 SQ M
PHILADELPHIA, PA  TAMPA, FL_ | FRESNO.CA o | e GREENSBORD,NC. 1332 50 M 410 M ELEV 730 M ELEV
134.1 SQ MI-|-|34§Q 1 | B L LT T T TT3:2 S QUBHAMLINC ™ 125.5 sSQ Ml 300 M ELEV
32 M ELEV 9-2 MELEV 95 M ELEV 107.4 SQ M -“—zs’o M ELEV
L N — FORT WAYNE, IN
ORLANDO,FL ., = et 110.6 SQ MI HENDERSON, NV
SACRAMENTO, CA 102.4 SQ MI 240 M ELEV 107.7 SQ M
97.9 SQ M 27 M ELEV MILWAUKEE, WI NORTH LAS VEGAS, NV 730 M ELEV
12 M ELEV SEATTLE, WA ... 140 M ELEV ARL'N——“E'GTON X 96¢1.SQMI.......pjveRsIDECA ™ - COLN. NE 101.35Q M
83.9 SQ Ml BALTIMORE;"MB--::....... .—95...9.3(1 MI 220 MELEV™" g1 1 sqQ M 89.1 SQ Mi 670 M ELEV
BATON ROUGE! LA ......... ﬂ Ev“'
o TV 80.9.5Q Mi L 280 M ELEV 360-M-ELEV
76.9 SQ Ml 25 M ELEV“o ::: TOLEDO, Off “™**=eu....
16MELEV T CINCINNATI OH 80%7Sa MI CLEVELAND;-OH... MADISON, WI
FREMONT, CA =" 77.9 SQ M1 ik 77.7 SQ M 76.8 SQ MI
~170 M ELEV . ELE ' BOISE, ID
77.5SQ M o , b V.. 280 M ELEV GILBERT, AZ
WASHINGTON, DC ......... -4-G'M'EI_'EV“"“IRV1N§.BF=——_!'—' ........... 68 SQ Mi 79.45Q M
STOCKTON, CA srsami . 6650 : R Q 830 M ELEV
61.7 SQ M 23MELEV . 48 MELEV PLANO, TX .~ CHANDLER, AZ 390 MELEV
42MELEV et e . 71.6SQMI e, 64.45Q Ml
RICHMOND, VA oo™ st PETER‘S‘!?‘UR'G‘ FL g g 2'20 MELEV 370 M ELEV
,,,,, OAKLAND CA \‘o" 61 A SQ Mi HONOLW-U Hl ST LOUlS, MD ‘.‘:.“ ’%’ '00..,.. GLENDALE. AZ
59.8 SQ MI 55.9sqmMi’ 13 MELEV 90 5 so!vu 61.060 ML o Y, ., SAN BERNARDINO, CA' /" '\
21 M ELEV 17 MELEV g o "T9 M ELEV 150 M ELEV | ' 59.2 SQ MI 570 M ELEV
: : ".‘MINNEAPOLIS MN 360 M ELEV
NORFOLK, VA : GARLAND @™,
o : 54 SQ M " PITTSBURGH, PA
54.1 SQ MI BOSTON. MA .+ : 57. 1 SQ Ml
y VU CHULA VISTA, CA 260 M ELEV 55.4 SQ MI
2.1 M ELEV 48.3 SQ M _ 170 M ELEV
LONG BEACH,CA " " : 49.6 SQ M . 260 M ELEV
50.3 SQ MI o—"r  120MELEY *SAINT PAUL, MN
13 M ELEV i  !SAN FRANCISCO, CA E 52 SQ M|
: 260 M ELEV
MIAMI, FL 1095Q M ANAHEIM, CA
54 M ELEV '
35.9 SQ MI 49.8 SQ MI
4.0 M ELEV . 210 M ELEV
BUFFALO, NY
SANTA ANA, CA : :
NEWARK. NJ 713 50 Wi 40.4 SQMI
: 180 M ELEV
24.2SQ M 28 M ELEV :
14 M ELEV
JERSEY CITY, NJ RIALEAH, FL
14850 M 21.5 SQ M
To M ELEV 1.6 M ELEV

DIFFERENCE FROM AVERAGE

. ELEVATION IN METERS

LUBBOCK, TX
122.4 SQ M
980 M ELEV

EL PASO, TX
255.2 SQ Ml
1,200 M ELEV

RENO, NV
103 SQ Ml
1,400 M ELEV

ON THE SHAPE
OF AMERICAN
CITIES, I

BY ANDREW MCNUT T

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

187.7 SQ MI COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
1,500 M ELEV 194.5 SQ Mi
2,000 M ELEV

DENVER, CO
153 SQ Ml
1,600 M ELEV

THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE OF AMERICAN CITIES IS ONE
OF STREETS, VEHICLES OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND SIZES,
PROPORTIONS.

THEIR SHAPE, IN THIS CONTEXT, IS ONE RICH WITH
CONNOTATIONS AND PERSONAL SUBJECTIVITY, HERE WE
EXPLORE THE OPPOSITE: WE DISPLAY OBJECTIVE
MEASUREMENTS REGARDING THE SCALE OF AMERICA'S 100

MOST POPULOUS CITIES.
MEASURE POINT MAX BUILDING HEIGHT
< 14dm
CITY AND STATE NAME B /4m-58m
ﬁ)iNs? ' ':n\: CENSUS DESIGNATED CITY SIZE 58m - 1o6m
Q IN SQUARE MILES B 756m-222m
1,400 MELEV B 222m-382m

AVERAGE ELEVATION IN METERS
>382m

CITIES ARE PLACED VERTICALLY BY THEIR AREA AND
HORIZONTALLY ACCORDING TO THEIR ELEVATION, RELATIVE
TO THE CENTRAL AXIS WHICH REPRESENTS AVERAGE OF
THESE ELEVATIONS (WHICH IS ~264 METERS).



